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The dialogue of love
and peace

between His Eminence
Sistani and His Holi-
ness the Pope
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UR- Hometown of

LOCATION OF BRAHAM’S HOUSE IN UR

Although now situated on a flat and dry
plain, Ur once was a bustling port on the
Euphrates River laced with canals and filled
with merchant ships, warehouses, and weav-
ing factories. A massive stepped ziggurat rose
above the city and still dominates the land-
scape today

Ur emerged as a settlement more than 6,000
years ago and grew to prominence in the Ear-
ly Bronze Age that began about a thousand
years later. Some of the earliest known writ-
ing—called cuneiform—has been uncovered
at Ur, including seals that mention the city.
But the real heyday came around 2000 B.C.,
when Ur dominated southern Mesopotamia
after the fall of the Akkadian Empire. The

Prophet Abraham

I ] ?"' ‘r’-‘: = 4‘“'._',""_ ) ATl
__‘ _". : e \'l-. et . :
-"' ™ T '&_:‘ ' ¥ o

sprawling city was home to more than 60,000
people, and included quarters for foreign-
ers as well as large factories producing wool
clothes and carpets exported abroad. Traders
from India and the Arabian Gulf crowded the
busy wharves, and caravans arrived regularly
from what is now northern Iraq and Turkey.

The prophet’s house
Genesis 11:28-31 identifies Abraham’s origi-
nal hometown as “Ur of the Chaldees,” or
“Ur of the Chaldeans.” “Ur” is by far the most
famous city in southeastern Mesopotamia,
which was a great center of early civilization.
Itis known as Abraham’s original home. “The
land of the Chaldeans” (Acts 7:4), a term used

The religious significance
of Ur is that it’s the birth-
place of Abraham, the
one figure in religious
history that ties together
the three major religions
(Christianity, Judaism and
Islam). Mentioned in the
Bible as the hometown of
Abraham, Ur around 2000
B.C. was the center of a
wealthy empire that drew
traders from as far away
as the Mediterranean Sea,
750 miles to the west, and
the Indus civilization—
called Meluhha by ancient
Iragis—some 1,500 miles
to the east

by biblical writers to refer to southern Meso-
potamia.

The remains of Abraham’s house was discov-
ered at Tallil, which was previously the site
of Ur, one of the largest and greatest cities in
ancient Mesopotamia over 4,000 years ago,
and is still considered to be a sacred site by
many today.

Abdul-Amir Hamdani, the senior Iraqi ar-
chaeologist on the Ur excavation project,
who grew up in the area says: “This is a typi-
cal Iragi house”, gesturing at the mud-brick
walls... “There are stairs to the roof and rooms
around a courtyard. | lived in a house just like
this. There’s a continuity in the way people
live here.”
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Grand Ayatollah AI -SiSta ni

and Pope Francis Both Stress
Cooperation, fraternity

During his visit in Najaf to Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Al-Husayni Al-Sistani, which lasted about forty-five min-
utes, Pope Francis stressed the importance of cooperation and friendship between religious communities for
contributing — through the cultivation of mutual respect and dialogue — to the good of Iraq, the region and the

entire human family.”

A communique also says, “The meet-
ing was an occasion for the Pope to
thank Grand Ayatollah al-Sistani for
speaking up —together with the Shi-
ite community — in defence of those
most vulnerable and persecuted
amid the violence and great hard-
ships of recent years, and for affirm-
ing the sacredness of human life and
the importance of the unity of the
Iraqgi people.”

In taking leave of the Grand Ayatol-
lah, the Holy Father stated that he
continues to pray that God, the Crea-
tor of all, will grant a future of peace
and fraternity for the beloved land of
Iraq, for the Middle East and for the
whole world.

On his part Al-Sistani talked about
the injustices, oppression, poverty
and persecution, both religious and
intellectual, as well as the suppres-
sion of basic freedoms, and the ab-
sence of social justice, particularly
during the periods of war, and the
acts of violence, economic block-
ade and displacement which many
countries in our region had to en-
dure.

His Eminence pointed out also the
role that the great religious and spir-
itual leaderships should play in curb-
ing such sufferings, stressing also
the to urge all influential parties
concerned - especially the great pow-
ers - to prioritize reason and wisdom
upon the language of war, and stop
caring for their self-interests on the
expense of the rights of other na-
tions to live in freedom and dignity.
Al-Sistani spoke also about the im-
portance of concerted efforts to
consolidate the values of harmony,
peaceful coexistence and human
solidarity in all societies, based on
fostering rights and mutual respect
among followers of various religions,
cultures and beliefs.

@ Al-Sistani, who normally remains seated for visitors, stood to
greet Francis at the door of his room — a rare honor

@ The pope removed his shoes before entering al-Sistani's room
@ Al-Sistani spoke for most of meeting

@ Francis was served tea and a plastic bottle of water, but only
drank the latter

@ Francis paused before leaving al-Sistani’s room to have a last
look
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