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Pope Francis
a Brief History

The 85-year-old Jesuit Archbishop of Buenos Aires is a prominent
figure throughout the continent, yet remains a simple Pastor who
is deeply loved by his diocese, throughout which he has travelled
extensively on ground and by bus during the years of his episcopal
ministry.

He has always advised his Priests to show
mercy and apostolic courage im order to
keep their doors open for everyone. He
speaks of social justice, he calls people first
of all to pick up the Catechism, to rediscover

the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes.

His project is simple: if you follow Christ,
you understand that “trampling upon a per-
son’s dignity is a serious sin”.

He was born in Buenos Aires- Argentina on
17 December 1936.

He graduated as a Chemical Technician, and
then chose the path of Priesthood, entering
the Diocesan Seminary of Villa Devoto. On
11 March 1958 he entered the novitiate of
the Society of Jesus. He completed his stud-
ies of the humanities in Chile, returning to
Argentina in 1963 to graduate with a degree

in philosophy from the Colegio de San José
in San Miguel. From 1964 to 1965 he taught
literature and psychology at Immaculate
Conception College in Santa Fé, and in 1966
he taught the same subject at the Colegio
del Salvatore in Buenos Aires. From 1967-70
he studied theology and obtained a degree
from the Colegio of San José. He was or-
dained a priest on 13 December 1969.
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The full schedule of Pope
Francis’ visit to Iraq

Pope Francis trip to Iraq will be an important sign of his concern for
the Christians in the region and vital opportunity to build fraternity
through inter-religious dialogue.

The Vatican released the schedule for the
Pope’s trip to Iraq during March 5-8. The
schedule listed planned events and visits

to cities as Pope Francis plans to meet on
March 6 with Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani, leader
of the country’s Shiite Muslim majority and
then hold an inter-religious meeting with
Christians, Muslims and Yazidis on the plain
of Ur, widely recognized as the homeland of
the patriarch of Abraham.

Throughout the trip the Pope will pay hom-
age to the victims of war and persecution in
the country. He will meet on March 5 with
clergy and religious leaders at the Syriac
Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady of Deliver-
ance in Baghdad, which was the site of a
massacre in 2010 by members of the Islamic
State; two priests and close to 60 other wor-
shippers were killed.

The Pope will also travel to the autonomous
region of Kurdistan and to Qaraqosh, which,
before it was invaded by ISIS in 2014, was
home to Iraq’s largest Christian community.
Here is the full itinerary of the trip:

Friday, March 5 (Rome-Baghdad)

— Morning, Departure from Rome’s Fiumi-
cino Airport.

— Afternoon, Arrival and official welcome
at Baghdad International Airport.

— Meeting with Iraqi Prime Minister
Mustafa Al-Kadhimi in the VIP hall of Bagh-
dad International Airport.

— Courtesy visit with Iraqi President Bar-
ham Salih at the Presidential Palace.

— Meeting with authorities, civil society
leaders and members of the diplomatic
corps in the hall of the Presidential Palace.
Speech to be delivered by the Pope.

— Meeting with Bishops, Priests, religious
men and women, seminarians and cat-
echists in the Syriac Catholic Cathedral of
Our Lady of Deliverance. Speech to be deliv-
ered by the Pope.

Saturday, March 6 (Baghdad, Najaf, Nasiri-
yah, Baghdad)

— Morning, Departure by plane for Najaf.
— Arrival at Najaf Airport.

— Courtesy visit to Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani.

— Departure by plane to Nasiriyah.

— Arrival at Nasiriyah airport.

— Inter-religious meeting on the plain of Ur.
Speech to be delivered by the Pope.

— Departure by plane for Baghdad.

— Arrival at Baghdad International Airport
— Afternoon, celebration of Mass in the
Chaldean Catholic Cathedral of St. Joseph.
Homely by the Pope.

Sunday, March 7 (Baghdad, Irbil, Mosul,
Qaraqosh, Irbil, Baghdad)

— Morning, Departure by plane for Irbil.

— Arrival at Irbil airport. Welcome from the
religious and civil authorities of the Autono-
mous Region of Iraqi Kurdistan in the presi-
dential VIP lounge at the airport.

— Departure by helicopter for Mosul.

— Arrival in Mosul.

— Memorial prayer for the victims of the
war at Hosh al-Bieaa (church square) in Mo-
sul. Prayer of the pope.

— Departure by helicopter for Qaraqosh.

— Arrival in Qaraqosh.

— Visit with the community at the Church
of the Immaculate Conception. Speech by
pope.

— Recitation of the Angelus prayer.

— Transfer to Irbil.

— Afternoon, Celebration of Mass at Franso
Hariri Stadium. Homily by pope.

— Departure for Baghdad.

— Arrival at Baghdad International Airport.
Monday, March 8 (Baghdad, Rome)

— Morning, Farewell ceremony at Baghdad
International Airport.

— Departure by plane for Rome.

— Arrival at Rome’s Ciampino International
Airport
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